Ampicillin may aggravate clinical and experimental myasthenia gravis.
Ampicillin trihydrate aggravated the symptoms of two myasthenic patients. One patient had severe temporary weakness after an ampicillin sodium challenge. Ampicillin increased the preexisting electrical decrement in three rabbits with experimental autoimmune myasthenia gravis while the drug had no deleterious effects in less affected or normal animals. Myasthenic patients receiving ampicillin should be closely monitored for possible acute exacerbations.